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Assisting Parties in addressing SLT use and development of Policies as per WHO FCTC
Myanmar 19th – 22nd Nov, 2019

• Provide in-country direct assistance in addressing SLT use and to
develop relevant policies and/or draft legislation, as well as
research on the matter.

• Article wise gaps were analysed and recommendations made
from the existing policies for better and quick implementation of:

✓ Adoption of plain packaging

✓ Enforcement of the current tobacco control law and
increase its effectiveness

✓ Raise taxes to reduce affordability of tobacco products and
protect youth

Policy Advocacy – Global  

MYANMAR ADOPTS MEASURE PREVENTING TOBACCO INDUSTRY 
INTERFERENCE IN HEALTH POLICY
Published on1 September 2020

• On 12 Oct 2021 adopted
plain packaging

• PHW on packaging to
occupy 75% of the upper
part of front and back.
Text warnings also need
to be on the sides and top
of all tobacco products.

• Flavourings are prohibited



International Meeting on Tobacco Advertisement, Promotion and Sponsorship: Ban on 
Smokeless Tobacco,  Nov 2019

Advocacy and Training

• Representatives from Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and India were
present in the meeting

• Meeting concluded with policy priorities and key
recommendations on the challenges related to
surrogate, internet, satellite, and other forms of
cross-border advertising, health burden, and
economics of SLT products.

• Parties proposed action plan for the SLT TAPS
(Tobacco Advertising, Promotion and
Sponsorship) ban in the Region. Among SEAR
countries, Myanmar was the first to implement
TAPS ban on SLT through their national law.



❖ Recommendation for effective implementation of measures for control 
of Smokeless Tobacco use

❖ Prepared and released Factsheets: 

a) Smokeless Tobacco Control India

b) Smokeless Tobacco Control- Bihar Experience

❖ Outcomes from the National Consultation: Notifications was released 
for ban of smokeless Tobacco: 

a) Himachal Pradesh

b) Tamil Nadu

c) Madhya Pradesh

National Consultation on “Effective implementation of measures for control of Smokeless 
Tobacco (SLT) use in India” 18th - 19th February 2020 at Patna, Bihar.

Policy Advocacy – India 



Capacity Building

Title of the programme Duration No. of 
Participants

1 Smokeless Tobacco Use among 
Women: A Neglected Issue

May 31, 
2022

78

2 Webinar on role of dental health 
professionals in smokeless 
tobacco cessation 

Nov. 30 –
Dec. 2, 2021

85

3 Using Large Scale Data for 
Tobacco Control Advocacy

Sep. 25, 
2021

132

4 National Consultation on GYTS-
4: Emerging Challenges and Way 
Forward

Sep. 2, 2021 120

5 Online Course on Smokeless 
Tobacco Cessation in 
collaboration with University of 
York

July 10, 
2020 to 
August 10, 
2020

168



Protecting youth from industry manipulation & preventing them from tobacco & nicotine use, 
on “World No Tobacco  Day” on May 31st, 2020.

• Experts highlighted the harmful 
effects of tobacco and nicotine use 
on human health and provided 
inputs on healthy lifestyles

• Tricks used by tobacco industries 

• The meeting was attended by 
health care professionals, health 
policy makers, government officials 
from state and central, legal 
consultants and research scholars.

Tobacco industry Interference



Webinar on Implementation of Article 5.3 and Code of Conduct (COC) issued under 
Article 5.3 of WHO FCTC April 15, 2021

• Eight eminent speakers talked about the lack of 
sensitization among government officials regarding 
tobacco industry interference. 

• Country practices, guidelines & implementation of 
article 5.3 with experiences at the state level were 
also presented. 

Webinars



Upcoming – ToCoIndia Monthly Webinar Series

❖ ToCoIndia – An Online Monthly Lecture 
Series on Tobacco Control in India

❖ The initiative has been given the name 
TOCOIndia and the name is influenced by 
the Hindi word टोको (TOCO) which 
means ‘Interrupt’ 

❖ The main aim of this online lecture series 
to reach out masses with latest progress 
in tobacco epidemiology, cessation, 
policy and legistations

https://dict.hinkhoj.com/%E0%A4%9F%E0%A5%8B%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%8B-meaning-in-english.words


Public Outreach – Tobacco cessation clinic 

❖ Newly established clinic with the 
main aim to provide affordable and 
effective tobacco cessation services 

❖ The main approach to tobacco 
cessation is individual behavioural 
change intervention, with NRT 
support if required 

❖ Dept. of Dental Surgery, District 
Hospital NOIDA also refer tobacco 
users who are willing to quit 
tobacco. 
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Social Media Outreach



Publications

• Total no. of publications: 12

• Cumulative Impact Factor: 38.22

Distribution of published articles by impact factor, 
2021-2022
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