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• Youth and young adults are 3x more 

likely to start vaping when exposed to 

tobacco imagery in shows. 

• Exposure to tobacco use in movies is 

associated with 2x greater likelihood of 

smoking initiation.

• Reducing onscreen tobacco can prevent 

tobacco use initiation. 

What we know



Movies, streaming shows and music videos reviewed and coded 

• Amount of tobacco depicted

• Who uses tobacco

• Where tobacco is used

• How tobacco use is perceived in each movie

• Products: cigarettes, cigars, pipe tobacco, cannabis, and e-cigarettes

Coding for tobacco on screens



• 60% of favorite shows (15-24) featured images 

of tobacco.

• 3 of the 9 shows containing tobacco are 

animated.

Tobacco exposure in streaming shows



Tobacco exposure in binge 
watched streaming shows

2021 Binged Shows

• 52% of the top binge-watched shows 

among youth included tobacco 

depictions.

• Young people were binge-watching 

previous seasons of other high 

offending shows such as Family Guy, 

On My Block, and Euphoria. 2
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Tobacco Depictions by 
Network

• Shameless made Showtime the 

streaming platform with the most 

tobacco imagery.

• Netflix saw a decline in tobacco imagery 

despite being the #2 offender.

• Popular youth-appealing shows such 

as Big Mouth and TV-14 rated show, 

On My Block continue to include 

tobacco imagery.



Tobacco exposure in movies

• 47% of top movies included tobacco 

depictions

• exposing an estimated 24.9 million 

youth and young adults to tobacco 

imagery

• 17 youth-rated films contained tobacco.

• The PG-13 rated movie “The 

Marksman” contained 313 tobacco 

incidents

Suicide Squad The French Dispatch

Licorice Pizza House of Gucci

The Many Saints of Newark The Protege Roadrunner: A Film About Anthony Bourdain



Music Videos

• 12.8% of the music videos had tobacco 

depictions. (290 tobacco depictions)

• Garnered more than 2 billion views 

on YouTube.

Top Offenders 

1. Smokin Out the Window – Andersen 

.Paak, Bruno Mars, & Silk Sonic (55)

2. El Incomprendido - Farruko (55)

3. Drunk (And I Don’t Wanna Go Home) 

– Elle King and Miranda Lambert (27)

4. Blinding Lights – The Weeknd (11)

5. Paralyzed – Sueco (10)





Call to action
➢ Onscreen tobacco is directly contributing to the youth e-cigarette 

epidemic. 

➢ The entertainment industry should not be complicit with the tobacco 
industry in helping addict a new generation of young people to 
nicotine.

➢ We want to engage and educate networks, show creators, content 
producers, showrunners and actors on this issue and then 
collectively call on them for action

➢ MTV “The Challenge”, 2023 



truthinitiative.org

Thanks
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